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Learning about Remembrance

Secondary Assemblies and Resources for Key Stage 3 and 4

Overview

Below are resources we have created for Secondary Schools focusing on the time of Remembrance. 

Following Remembrance Sunday on 8th November and Armistice day on 11th November will be the AJEX Remembrance weekend. On 14th November will be the AJEX Shabbat where we are encouraging individuals and communities to recite a special Remembrance prayer. We have sent this to you as well as it being available on our website, ajex.org.uk.  On 15th November at 2.30pm there will be an online poignant AJEX Remembrance Ceremony at www.youtube.com/ajex_jma

The poems at the end of each assembly have been selected from a range, please feel free to use them or replace with alternatives.

During these unusual times when schools are restricting large groups these assemblies can be used in the class room during teacher time and are suitable for zoom (or similar) sessions.

The poems at the end of each assembly or class have been selected from a range, please feel free to use them or replace with alternatives.
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Share a Story and photos
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The contribution of the Jewish Community to HM Armed Forces has been huge over the last few centuries.  There are so many amazing stories of resilience, heroism and determination as well as ordinary experiences of service that deserve to be told by the veterans themselves and by their families and relatives. At AJEX we are committed to ensuring these stories are part of the legacy passed onto the future generations. We see the experiences of being part of the British military as a key componant of who we are as British Jews and how as a community and as individuals we have been an integral part of British society. To collect these stories we need your help so please share your story and the stories of members of your family across the services. This can be done via school or direct via www.ajex.org.uk  You or your families can also share pictures here. 
Remembrance Day Assembly  
In preparation:

The powerpoint attached
Start

Show the image of the Poppy

Script

Today (insert the day), is Armistice Day, Remembrance Day or the Friday before the traditional AJEX Parade.  At 11 O’clock it will be the anniversary of the end of the First World War. 
That war now seems like a very long time ago, especially when there have been plenty of wars since then. 

However, the First World War changed modern warfare, for some people it was the start of the horror that would come out of the twentieth century. Millions of men fought in the battles from all across the world. For the first time the role of British women changed in war – in the UK young women worked in factories and on farms, other traveled to the battlefields to be nurses and ambulance drivers. It was also one of the first wars that men and women from across the British Empire came together to fight on the different battlefronts. 
From the UK and the Commonwealth India, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and the Caribbean) approximately 50,000 -55,000 Jewish men and women served in the forces at all levels Private soldiers to Generals, all that from a community that numbered around 350,000 to 400,000.
Jews would receive 5 Victoria Crosses the highest award from gallantry in the British military.

Once the war was over many people from around the world felt that the sacrifice of all those people who had fought especially those that had been killed and their families should not be forgotten.

In 1919 on the first anniversary of the Armistice a service was held – and now each year on the Sunday nearest to 11th November Remembrance Day, at 11 O’clock in the morning, a Remembrance Service is held at the Cenotaph. 
The service now commemorates British and Commonwealth servicemen and women who died in the two World Wars and later conflicts, including the recent ones in Iraq and Afghanistan. The Queen, religious leaders, politicians, representatives of state and the armed and auxiliary forces, gather to pay respect to those who gave their lives defending others.
One week after the large Remembrance service AJEX – the Association of Jewish Ex-servicemen and women has its own parade and service through the centre of London at the Cenotaph. This parade was started in the 1930’s when anti-Semitism began to be on the rise. Some people accused the Jews of not serving during the war – to counter this AJEX was formed and it was granted permission by the King to have an extra Remembrance Parade so that people would see the thousands of Jewish ex-servicemen and women that had done their duty. Today the British military is much smaller than it was a hundred years ago and so the number of Jewish service personnel is much smaller however, there are still British Jews in the Royal Navy, the Army and the Royal Air Force. 

In addition to having its own Parade and service at the Cenotaph AJEX also attends the national event and on both of those days they lay wreaths of poppies to those who were killed. The Poppy was adopted in 1921 by The Royal British Legion as the symbol of Remembrance as people had begun to adopt the Poppy after being inspired by the poem of a Canadian Doctor who had been present in France at the fighting.

In Flanders Fields

In Flanders fields the poppies blow

Between the crosses, row on row,

That mark our place; and in the sky 

The larks, still bravely singing, fly

Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago

We lived, felt dawn, saw the sunset glow,

Loved and were loved, and now we lie

In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:

To you from failing hands we throw

The torch; be yours to hold it high.

If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow

In Flanders fields.

By John McCrae

That poem is no longer read out at the service and instead the following lines have been adopted:

At the service the following words are usually read out in memory of those who are killed in wars.

“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years contemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
We will remember them.”
By Laurence Binyon

An important part of the service is the 2-minute silence. This silence is there as a time for personal reflection to contemplate on the affects of war and to take a moment to remember the men and women that have sacrificed so much for their country and for the men and women and families who continue to serve in the armed forces and put their lives at risk for the safety of others. This year you might want to think about a relative that served or about any of the thousands of men and women from our community who have served and helped to bring the security that we all enjoy today. 
Moment of reflection

Remembrance Day is a day of reflection, it allows us to remember or think about all those people who are affected by wars, both in the past and now. It allows us to think about all those people who suffer in wars all around the world. And it reminds us how important it is to work for peace.

Poem (select one)
This poem was written by Isaac Rosenberg while he was serving on the Western Front during the First World war. He was born n the UK although his parents came from eastern Europe and he served in the British army until he was killed in the fighting in 1918. 

(1) Isaac Rosenberg, In The Trenches (1916)
I snatched two poppies
From the parapet’s ledge,
Two bright red poppies
That winked on the ledge.
Behind my ear
I stuck one through,
One blood red poppy
I gave to you.

The sandbags narrowed
And screwed out our jest,
And tore the poppy
You had on your breast ...
Down - a shell - O! Christ,
I am choked ... safe ... dust blind, I
See trench floor poppies
Strewn. Smashed you lie.

 (2) Isaac Rosenberg, Break of Day in the Trenches (1916)
The darkness crumbles away.
It is the same old druid Time as ever,
Only a live thing leaps my hand,
A queer sardonic rat,
As I pull the parapet's poppy
To stick behind my ear.
Droll rat, they would shoot you if they knew
Your cosmopolitan sympathies.
Now you have touched this English hand
You will do the same to a German
Soon, no doubt, if it be your pleasure
To cross the sleeping green between.
It seems you inwardly grin as you pass
Strong eyes, fine limbs, haughty athletes,
Less chanced than you for life,
Bonds to the whims of murder,
Sprawled in the bowels of the earth,
The torn fields of France.
What do you see in our eyes
At the shrieking iron and flame
Hurled through still heavens ?
What quaver - what heart aghast?
Poppies whose roots are in man's veins
Drop, and are ever dropping;
But mine in my ear is safe -
Just a little white with the dust.
AJEX Remembrance Prayer 
This year Major Rabbi Reuben Livingstone who is the Jewish chaplain in the Armed Forces has prepared the following prayer for the AJEX Shabbat and for our Remembrance service. This can also be used by schools
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We invite you to recite this AJEX Remembrance Prayer either
individually or with your community. Following Shabbat it
would be special to AJEX if you could join us and others in the
community by using #AJEXShabbat and #AJEXRemembers or
email ajexremembers@ajex.org.uk to share your experiences
and thoughts at this time.

ombiv i Lord of the Universe;

at this time of solemn reflection and remembrance we salute the

courageous British and Allied soldiers who served and died in the cause

of liberty, right and justice. Many were proud Jews who were prepared

to make the ultimate sacrifice on our behalf; and this heroic service

continues in the UK, Israel and around the world. We remember also the

six million innocent victims of the Shoah and countless others murdered

by the Nazis. We pray that we, who have survived, may carry forward the torch of
memory and merit Your grace to flourish in life and Judaism - and serve our Queen
and Country proudly in the cause of peace. Amen

Thank you for taking part in the AJEX Shabbat. We look forward to you
joining us on Sunday 15th November at 2.30pm for this year's virtual
AJEX Annual Remembrance Ceremony: YouTube.com/AJEX
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Join Us

Join us in Remembering by taking part in our online activities and joining us on Sunday 15th November at 2.30 pm on www.youtube.com/ajex_jma
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AJEX REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY 2020
SUNDAY 15TH NOVEMBER AT 2.30PM ON WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/AJEX_JMA

We will always remember the sacrifice and dedication of our ex Servicemen and Women and this year due to the Covid pandemic
the ceremony will take place in a poighant Remembrance Service online, rather than at The Cenotaph. Join us in Remembrance.

AJEX SHABBAT 14TH NOVEMBER TAKE PART SOCIALLY

On Shabbat 14th November, we invite you to recite a Visit www.ajex.org.uk and choose a social media activity for sharing

special AJEX Remembrance Prayer either individually | *DPownload a profile picture for the weekend 14th/15th November

or with your community. *» Download an AJEX Poppy to create and personalise a Remembrance post to share
Download and print the prayer at: * Submit pictures of veterans with their medals worn with pride
www.ajex.org.uk/ajex-prayer » Educational resources for children and schools are also available

To find out more on the AJEX ANNUAL REMEMBRANCE WEEKEND visit www.AJEX.org.uk and
to register for further news on the ceremony and campaign: ajexremembers@ajex.org.uk
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